College Knowledge

Essay #2—Shaping an Adult Identity 

The memoir In My Hands tells about Irene Gut Opdyke’s terrible adventures as young girl during the Nazi regime and the Jewish Holocaust.  Even though she was "only a girl," she had to think over her own life and act.  On the dedication page she says why she wrote the book, clearly hoping others could take something away from her personal story.  But what can we, who live in different times and inhabit a different society, really learn about ourselves, about others, about our world from her work?
To illustrate your answer this question, write a letter to a good friend or a close relative, someone with whom you are quite familiar and in contact. This person wants to know what you've been reading at Spokane Falls, and you’ve decided to mention this book from your College Knowledge course.  You can't tell your friend/relative everything, so you give instead a general idea of what interested you in the book.
Focus attentively on three incidents Opdyke describes and discuss how these episodes show her personal "story" or basic identity.  Use the structure below to make your letter convincing.

· Introduce the book to your audience, telling its general sweep, introducing your reader to this particular time and place.  Then tell your reader why you think s/he might find the book provocative or interesting.

· Focus on three exact episodes you found revealing.  Retell those parts briefly and then explain what you learn there and why that event tells the reader something important.  Your discussion will treat the question of “why?”  Why is this moment significant/meaningful/noteworthy in the creation of Opdyke’s identity?  Why is the moment noteworthy to you?  To your correspondent?

· Be certain that in this section, the body of your letter, you quote from the book at least three times.  These quotes cannot explain themselves, so you must explain what they mean to your reader.  If you discuss each quote in terms of the above bullet--significance to identity-building, to you, to your reader--you will succeed in using your quotes to support your claim.

· Polish it off in your conclusion; that is, give your reader (your correspondent and me) your own sense of the implications of this memoir for the creation of an adult identity.
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